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Procurement Professionals are Increasingly on the Leading Edge of
Organizational Sustainability Efforts

Fundamental Eprocurement Capabilities Present Organizations with Opportunities to Transform
Green Ideals into Real Fiscal Policies

CARY, N.C., September 25, 2008 — As economic and cultural issues direct unprecedented attention to
the steps businesses and consumers can take to support social responsibility and sustainability efforts,
information technology has emerged as a focal point of innovation and action. While tremendous gains
are being made through the use of green data centers, virtualization and other advancements, another
transformation is quietly emerging as the leading edge of many organizations’ efforts to go green.

Through the use of procurement automation solutions, the procurement function has quickly become a
critical, core element of initiatives to transform sustainability ideals into real fiscal policies. An advisory
issued by KPMG, Inc. this month notes that the company’s survey of 600 senior-level procurement
professionals found that “42 percent of respondents regularly evaluate suppliers on environmental and
human rights performance.”

“Procurement’s increasingly crucial role in sustainability initiatives stems from its singular ability to
generate savings and efficiencies with each and every transaction an organization makes while ensuring
compliance with purchasing guidelines,” said Jamie Duke, chief operating officer at SciQuest, Inc. “The
ability of eprocurement systems to control what items can be purchased from which suppliers carries
great weight and gives organizations the oversight they need to ensure that their green purchasing
policies are followed.”

SciQuest, the global leader empowering enterprises to realize the potential of strategic procurement, is
seeing a dramatic increase in interest among its customers regarding steps they can take to effectively
utilize eprocurement to achieve core sustainability goals. As a leading provider of procurement
automation and supplier enablement solutions to education, life science, healthcare and government
organizations, SciQuest’s technology is uniquely positioned to help its customers achieve their
sustainability goals.

Duke notes that organizations seeking to institute green procurement guidelines, processes or initiatives
should consider three fundamental points:

e Develop sustainability guidelines for suppliers: Eprocurement solutions enable procurement
operations to direct spending to preferred suppliers and are designed to help achieve compliance,
whether it's buying against specific contracts, achieving diversity goals or doing business with
suppliers that meet green standards. Leaders in sustainability put guidelines for suppliers in place
and rate them on criteria such as the use of recycled materials, Energy Star compliance and
earth-friendly packaging. These organizations then direct their spending or grant-preferred status
to suppliers that score well.
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o Utilize procurement dashboards for effective communication: Eprocurement solutions are
particularly effective at communicating important information not only related to the purchase of
items, but also their disposal in accordance with sustainability goals. For example, users at the
University of California, San Diego not only purchase their computers through the SciQuest
system, but can also find contact and additional information regarding how to dispose of existing
hardware in order to redirect it from landfills. This ability is particularly relevant to the disposal of
hazardous materials, such as chemicals and other items that can result in contamination.

e Consider solutions that integrate the entire internal and external purchasing process:
Leading eprocurement solutions enable procurement operations to fully integrate the purchasing
process for externally sourced goods and services with the operation of internal stockrooms,
warehouses, lab freezers and supply closets. In addition to preventing the purchase of duplicate
items already on site and more accurate inventory management, a fully integrated internal and
external purchasing system enables organizations to increase the number of bulk purchases—a
key factor in decreasing the amount of packaging material used and the number of deliveries
required.

While the KPMG survey found that green procurement is on the rise, it also noted that suppliers’
sustainability and social responsibility records rank low among organizations’ priorities when compared to
factors such as price, quality and reliability. To view the KPMG report, visit www.kpmg.com.

With the modern tools we have at our disposal, procurement professionals have the ability to not only
save their organizations money while achieving environmental goals, but also to provide green
companies with a significant market,” said Linda Collins, Senior Director of Procurement and Contracts at
the University of California, San Diego and a leading proponent of sustainability in higher education. “UC
San Diego is one of the nation's greenest universities, so utilizing these tools meshes perfectly with our
campus-wide commitment to environmentally sustainable solutions.

About UC San Diego

University California, San Diego is a local, national and global leader in the search for climate change
solutions and environmental sustainability. What makes UC San Diego truly unique is the collaboration
among researchers, faculty, staff and students that creates a campus-wide commitment to solving the
greatest planetary threat of our era. UC San Diego is a living laboratory for climate solutions.

About SciQuest

SciQuest’s procurement automation and supplier enablement solutions empower leading organizations to
realize the potential of strategic procurement. The company’s specialized knowledge, on-demand
software, and service-first approach enable public and private enterprises across the globe to manage
spend, drive ROI, and advance their critical missions.

SciQuest’s deep understanding of its served vertical markets combined with a broad supplier network and
intuitive, online shopping experience increase user and contract adoption while improving operational
efficiencies. Through software-as-a-service (SaaS) deployment, organizations can quickly implement the
right eprocurement solution to augment existing ERP investments or fully enable all aspects of
purchasing from sourcing to settlement.

For more information about SciQuest, please visit www.sciQuest.com or call 877-710-0413 in the U.S. or
+44 1794 341182 in Europe.

SciQuest is a registered trademark of SciQuest, Inc. Other trademarks contained herein remain the
property of their respective owners.
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